November 21, 2019

Dear Chief Justice Walters and Chief Justice Fairhurst:
We understand that the Oregon Supreme Court has adopted, and the Washington Supreme
Court is considering adopting, court rules that would attempt to preclude U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) from making
administrative arrests in and around courthouses in your respective states. We urge you both to
reconsider this dangerous and unlawful course of action.
Cooperation among local, state, and federal law enforcement officers is in the public
interest and promotes safe communities. The federal government needs cooperation from state
and local law enforcement to identify, temporarily hold, and ultimately deport criminal aliens who
present dangers to communities. Your States’ political branches have, we understand, adopted
laws and policies that prevent cooperation with federal law enforcement in the area of immigration.
Instead of permitting the safe transfer of custody of criminal aliens in a secure environment, these
dangerous state laws and policies force federal law enforcement officers to locate and arrest
criminal aliens at-large within communities at potentially great peril to the officers and the public.
These state laws and policies force state and local officers to release criminal aliens into
communities in your States, endangering the public and forcing it to bear the cost of any additional
criminal acts they may proceed to commit. These policies have resulted in the release of criminal
aliens with convictions for serious and violent offenses, such as domestic violence assaults, firearm
offenses, drug trafficking offenses, and violation of protection orders. Although there are too many
examples to cite in this letter, we are including as an attachment some instances of released
criminal aliens who have gone on to commit even more heinous crimes—including murder—in
your communities. Again, these are not isolated cases. There are many more instances of
violence that have occurred as a result of the release of violent criminal aliens who returned to
your communities and endangered the lives of the citizens of your states.
Given the clear public danger posed by these state laws and policies, we urge you not to
adopt or enforce court rules that would make the situation worse by purporting to require ICE or
CBP to obtain a judicial arrest warrant prior to making an administrative arrest for deportation.
Put simply, an administrative arrest warrant is all that Congress requires for authorities to
make an arrest of an alien inside the United States for violations of federal immigration laws,

Letter to Chief Justice Walters and Chief Justice Fairhurst
Page 2
subject to the exceptions specifically delineated by Congress in the Immigration and Nationality
Act for immigration officers to make warrantless arrests. Administrative arrest warrants while
civil in nature are issued based on probable cause, carry the full authority of the United States,
and should be honored by any state or local jurisdiction. And such a warrant-based arrest is
followed by additional appropriate process in immigration cou11 where custody status and
applicable bond are addressed, similar to how a federal or state court would address custody of a
criminal suspect. Put simply, the policies you are considering endanger the public and hamper law
enforcement by interfering with that lawful process. While judicial arrest warrants can be obtained
in certain cases to effectuate a criminal prosecution of a federal criminal offense such as illegal
reentry pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § I 326 a readily provable federal criminal offense is not necessary
in the civil immigration enforcement context.
We will further note that ICE and CBP officers are not subject to state rules that purport to
restrict ICE and CBP from making administrative arrests on property that is otherwise open to the
public and other law enforcement officers. Under the Supremacy Clause of the United States
Constitution, such rules cannot and will not govern the conduct of federal officers acting pursuant
to duly enacted laws passed by Congress when those laws provide the authority to make
administrative arrests of removable aliens inside the United States.
Regardless of how one views our immigration laws, we should all agree that public safety
should be of paramount concern. Court rules that would purport to further restrict the lawful
operations of federal law enforcement officials only serve to exacerbate sanctuary laws and
policies that continue to place our communities at unacceptable risk.
We thus urge you to reconsider these misguided rules.

William P. Barr,
Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice

Chad F. Wolf,
Acting Secretary
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
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•

First Degree Murder of a 16-Year-Old Teen

In October 2019, Rudy Garcia-Hernandez and Carlos Iraheta-Vega were charged with
First-Degree Murder in the death of 16-year-old Juan Carlos Con Guzman. Iraheta-Vega claimed
membership in the notorious MS-13 gang. It is alleged that these two men contacted the victim
on SnapChat and picked him up for a “pre-arranged fight to settle a dispute.” Prosecutors allege
the two men had “a plan to torture and kill” the victim, that they “beat the victim with a baseball
bat and mercilessly chopped his neck repeatedly with a machete,” and dumped his body in the
Green River. Iraheta-Vega is in the U.S. illegally from El Salvador, and was released from the
King County jail when local officials did not honor an ICE detainer last year. Officials also did
not allow ICE to question Garcia-Hernandez, so his nationality could not be immediately
confirmed.
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/ice-criticizes-sanctuary-laws-in-murder-of-federal-wayteen/996519679
•

A Seattle Light Rail Rider was Stabbed “Without Provocation”

In September 2019, King County prosecutors charged Jesus Sanchez with second-degree
assault and possession of methamphetamine in King County Superior Court after he stabbed a
stranger on a light-rail train “without provocation.” In 2013, before sanctuary laws and policies
took effect, local officials cooperated with ICE and released Sanchez to their custody after his
proceedings were complete. Sanchez was not then deportable and was put in an Alternative to
Deportation Program. However, by 2017 when sanctuary laws and policies had taken effect,
Sanchez had three more convictions – two for domestic violence and one for violating a protection
order. Although these are deportable offenses, a detainer was not honored by the county jail and
the defendant was released into the community without alerting ICE.
https://mynorthwest.com/1538683/dori-ice-repeat-offender-stabbing/
•

Released Rapist Returned to Assault Victim

In June 2019, Francisco Carranza-Ramirez, 35, a citizen of Mexico, was released from
prison following his conviction for the rape of a 32-year-old disabled woman in King County, WA.
Carranza-Ramirez had raped the wheelchair-bound victim in her home. He was sentenced to nine
months (time served) and at his sentencing hearing (and imminent release) his defense counsel
argued against any post-release supervisory probation because he was homeless and planned to
board the next flight to Mexico. The judge granted him full release on condition that he register as
a sex offender and provide later proof that he had left the country by June 25, 2019. Thus, leniency
was predicated on his alienage. No one notified ICE that Carranza-Ramirez was released to return
to Mexico. Carranza-Ramirez did not in fact return to Mexico. On June 15, 2019, just two days
after he was sentenced and released, he violated a protection order by coming within 1,000 feet of
the victim. He later went into the victim’s home, knocked her out of her wheelchair, and attempted
to strangle her in front of her three-year-old son. Sheriff’s deputies found the victim on the ground
with cuts and bruises and her wheelchair overturned.
https://q13fox.com/2019/06/20/rapist-who-attacked-victim-after-jail-release-believed-to-havefled-to-mexico/
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•

Criminal Alien Arrested for Murdering, Dismembering Victim after Local Police Fail to
Notify ICE of his Release

In October 2017, ICE identified Rosalio Ramos-Ramos, at a city jail in Washington State,
as an illegally present Honduran citizen with prior criminal convictions and four prior removals
from the United States. Ramos-Ramos fought with jail staff and was taken to Harborview Medical
Center. ICE lodged a detainer, but after treatment Ramos-Ramos was released without notification
to the police department or ICE as the hospital was considered a sensitive location. In January
2018, Ramos-Ramos was arrested again and booked for the second degree murder and the
dismemberment of his cousin.
https://komonews.com/news/local/police-man-charged-in-tukwila-human-remains-case-was-incountry-illegally
•

Teen Murdered in Bellevue Park

One of four men charged with murdering a teen in Bellevue, Washington’s Goldsmith Park
should have been deported the month before the April 2019 murder. Carlos Carillo-Lopez, a native
from Guatemala, had multiple run-ins with law enforcement: theft third degree to malicious
mischief, drug paraphernalia. Each time, ICE lodged a detainer with the jail and they were ignored.
https://mynorthwest.com/1552670/bellevue-murder-ice-suspect-sanctuary/
•

County Jail Ignores ICE Detainer, Illegal Alien Suspected of Killing Wife After Release

In March 2018, ICE located and lodged a detainer on Martin Gallo-Gallardo, a citizen of
Mexico who was unlawfully present in the United States, after locating him in an Oregon county
jail. Jail officials did not honor the immigration detainer and released the convicted criminal two
days later, without notifying ICE. Following his release, ICE made multiple, unsuccessful
attempts to locate and arrest the man. In October 2018, Gallo-Gallardo was arrested again, this
time on a felony murder charge for allegedly killing his wife.
https://katu.com/news/local/multnomah-county-sheriffs-office-blames-ice-for-not-holdingmurder-suspect-martin-gallo-gallardo-accountable
•

County Jail Refuses to Honor ICE Detainer of Man Who Sexually Assaulted Dog

In February 2019, Fidel Lopez, an illegally present Mexican citizen, was encountered by
ICE officials at a local Oregon county jail. ICE lodged an immigration detainer on Lopez the same
day for violating immigration laws. In April 2019, Lopez was convicted of multiple charges
involving animal abuse. The county jail did not honor the immigration detainer and released him
without notice to immigration officials. ICE apprehended Lopez at his residence and served him
a notice to appear. He is currently being held at the Northwest Detention Center in Tacoma
pending immigration proceedings.
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2019/05/ice-detains-convicted-dog-rapist-for-deportationhearing.html

