
March 17, 2025  

The call to care for those in need and to welcome strangers is consistent in all faith traditions. 
These commands are sacred actions, rooted in the dignity and value of every human being 
regardless of their nationality, ethnicity, language, or citizenship status. As Yakima Valley faith 
leaders, faith communities, and people of all faiths, we affirm the importance of honoring 
individuals without bias due to an individual’s citizenship status.  

We enthusiastically affirm the innumerable contributions that migrants, asylum seekers, 
immigrants, and refugees have historically made and continue to make in our nation, state, and 
local community. These neighbors contribute to the success of our economy, work in our 
healthcare systems, help build and repair our neighborhoods, volunteer with local non-profit 
organizations, and share their cultures to help make our communities better places for all.  

We denounce the practice of mass deportations without criminal convictions. We oppose all 
policies and practices that seek to criminalize, detain, incarcerate, or subject individuals to 
unsafe and unhealthy circumstances as a result of a lack of legal status.  

We raise strong objections to any actions that seek to create unnecessary trauma for families by 
separating them from one another, and we believe that under no circumstances should minor 
children ever be separated from their primary caregivers.  

We stand in strong opposition to actions taken against displaced individuals who have followed 
all legal channels and met all previous program requirements to be in this country.  

As people of faith, we come together to stress the moral imperative that our values, ethics, and 
teachings place upon ensuring that all people have the support needed to live in safety and 
security and their fullest potential. We urge our elected officials to uphold the sacred values of 
welcoming strangers and caring for one another when considering policies that target migrants, 
asylum seekers, immigrants, refugees, and other vulnerable community members.  
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